
Yamashita Haruka: Wow! Eh! Well it’s so 
creepy! 

José Cruz: I-I don’t think so.

Haruka: Really? (But you know) For me it’s so 
creepy.

José: When I was a little boy I’ve always 
thought that robots and artificial 
intelligence was cool. (Mm yeah) But I 
can understand why girls would find that 
robot a little bit creepy.

Haruka: Yeah but um I think if the robot is 
really similar to the human lives (Mm 
hmm) or human being or just like animal, 
uh especially this case, this robot is 
really similar to dogs.

José: But like a chicken, you know how it’s 
head was staying in the same place.

Haruka: Ah yeah. So like like just like- uh dogs, 
plus chicken. (Mm) So, It’s so weird. 
(Mm-hmm) It’s so creepy for me. (Mm 
hmm) It looks like animals. But not just 
like animal, And- but it moves likes 

animal. So yeah.(I I) You know my 
feeling?

José: I-I completely understand your feeling. I-I 
I sometimes see- Um, that’s the one 
benefit of becoming a little bit older like 
me, um. (Mm) I remember when I was 
younger than you. I was maybe 15-14 
years old

Haruka: Like a teenager?

José: Yeah. And I would sometimes meet very 
old people. People who were like 60 or 
(Mm-hmm) 70 years old. And um, they 
would tell me about what it was like to be 
when they were young and they would 
say, “Oh yeah, and when I was young, 
we didn’t have a TV. We just had the 
radio. (Oh yeah yeah) And you know 
what I don’t understand why people 
watch so much TV. You know, the radio it 
makes you use your brain more!” (Mm-
hmm) And I thought back then “Oh you 
know you’re very old-fashioned.”  (Hmm) 
People have TVs now, and now today-

Haruka: But now it’s cell phone! (Yes! Exactly!) 
No? Yeah, cell phones.

José: No that’s exactly- I was about to say! I 
was about to say, now it’s cell phones. I 
have friends who are 70 years old now. 
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I do not want to be a robot, a cog in society who answers ‘yes' (D. Rice)

Haruka and José had just finished watching a video on 
new robot technology. You can view it at the link below: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf7IEVTDjng

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf7IEVTDjng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf7IEVTDjng


I’m 50 now (Uh-huh) but some of my 
friends are 70 or 65 years old and they 
still refuse to get a smartphone. (Ah 
yeah) I don’t need a smartphone! A 
regular phone is fine!

Haruka: Exactly yeah! Lots of- lots- not not my 
friends, but lots of my teachers or just 
like, my relatives, uh don’t use 
smartphone, uh but now it’s so useful, 
(Mm-hmm) and it can make your life 
much more (convenient?) yeah 
convenient but they they they they just 
refuse to use it

José: So imagine this Haruka. (Yes) Probably 
after you have children, (Mmm) your 
children will grow up in a world full of 
robots, (Yeah) just like you grew up very 
naturally in a world full of cellular 
phones. You can’t imagine a world 
without cellular phones, Right?

Haruka: Yes, I can’t! (You can’t) I absolutely 
can’t imagine without cell phones! Yeah.

José: That that is um, That is a phenomenon, I 
think that every generation has for every 
technology. Before the problem with 
radio vs. TV, the generation before that, 
their problem was horses vs. cars.

Haruka: Ah yeah! Exactly!

José: And I’m talking to some of my students 
now and they’re saying, Wow, you know, 
maybe we shouldn’t have robots. Maybe 
robots are bad for- for human beings 
because you know they’re, well number 
one they’re kind of creepy, number two 
they’ll take our jobs. But in every tech- 
(Yeah So sorry) No no it’s OK. Uh in 
every technology, every situation people 
are afraid of new technology.

Haruka: Hmm.
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Pointers: 

was: José should have said “were”. (0:17) 

convenient: Haruka has a good habit of saying words that her conversation partner uses to clarify her English. (2:29) 

Discussion: 

Would you like to own a robot someday? 

If Artificial Intelligence improves could you ever think of a robot as equal to a human? 

What robot movie do you think is best? (eg. A.I., The Matrix, I, Robot) 

VOA ARTICLE: “MEET THE NEWEST ROBOTS JOINING THE WORKFORCE" 
http://bit.ly/29ksQG2 
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