The Hills of Belfast

NORTHERN IRELAND 1

José Cruz: If | can continue on that topic of
religion and it’s waning or changing
influence, um | might prove my
ignorance here about the country uh,
and please forgive me if | do. But if it’s
true that the Catholic church’s grip on the
society is changing from what it was
20-25 years ago, I’'m sorry but the
biggest thing | can think about Ireland in
my memory is is mostly about Northern
Ireland and about the difference between
Protestants and Catholics in that
particular region. Now of course, Ireland
is its own country, and Northern Ireland
is England, but just even that for you, if
the Catholic church is losing it’s influence
in Ireland and if, let’s say a big if, there’s
a similar kind of wave happening in
England and Northern Ireland in terms of
the Protestant church losing it’s
influence, do you think there’s ever any
hope that we could ever actually see the
entire island coming back together as
one Ireland?

Shane Doyle: Well, that’s a very difficult
question, isn’t it? You know, and |
doubit...

José: So what what do you think?

Shane: Well personally you know | don't |
don’t- | think that the influence of the
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José:

church isn’t- is not what will bring a
united Ireland (Really?) You know, in
terms of... Uh you know The Republic of
Ireland is an independent country and
Northern Ireland then is, is governed
from London, isn’t it? You know so...
What we have there is, you have you
have basically Protestants and Catholics
within Northern Ireland you know, and
the Protestants want to remain a part of
the UK, and the Catholics want a united
Ireland. Well that’s that’s generally along
the lines it is- it is divided. Now, how is
that possible, how is it possible to make
that united unless one group leaves the
actual province itself, you know?

You you see no way for the Protestants
to ever see themselves as being Irish,
they will always be Protestant English,
you think?

Shane: Well | would think if their you know if

José:

their allegiance is to to the United
Kingdom to the Queen, well | think that-
that probably won’t change in the short
term, you know.

Where’s where is the Queen in Ireland’s
constitution actually?
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Shane: Um, wh- when you when you ask that Shane: Uh no she’s no- she’s not she’s not

question what do you mean where is she head of state she’s not anything to the
in our constitution? Republic of Ireland, You know, but she
does play a role to play for the Northern

José: Um, | don’t even know... Like for Ireland. You know and a lot of... (That’s

example in Canada, the Queen was the England) within within Northern Ireland

ruler of the country until uh what was it? you have the choice of uh an Irish

Nineteen-seventy... uh when did we passport or a a British passport (Really?)

repatriate the constitution?... | think it And so so you can choose either, you

was like in 1982 or something. And know.

technically speaking the Speaker is still

the representative to the Queen. So José: Even Protestants can choose?

technically speaking she still has through

the Speaker a- a figurehead position in Shane: Well, yes | would guess so, yeah. You

the country, but all laws are patriated know, if you wish, you know.

now locally. Now | don’t know what the

history between Ireland and England José: That’s interesting.

was and when it was that Ireland
completely broke off, but does the

Queen or the English crown still have Word count Time Words/Min.

any role to play? (No) None? (No) Good _

for you. 605 3:30 172.00
Pointers:

The Canadian Constitution was repatriated in 1982 (http://bit.ly/1QWG8uB)
Then: Shane used this word to emphasize that he was comparing two things. (1:16)
Within: Shane’s Irish accent pronounces the “TH” as similar to a “D” sound. (1:28)

Patriated: José should have said “created”. (2:47)

Discussion:
What are the causes of conflict in your country?
Will we ever see a peaceful world?

What do you think you can do to help world peace?

VOA ARTICLE: "RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC HATRED SEEN AS BIGGEST THREAT"
http://bit.ly/THpP712

IMAGES COURTESY JONATHAN MCCORMACK
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