e X

Do men make the best map readers?

MULTTTASKINGZ

Alex Bodnar: So I | didn't notice uh, you know if a
woman or man wrote this article, so
perhaps...

José Cruz: Let's take a look.

Alex: ...this is an excuse for women to take a long
time to do their shopping.

José: Let's take a look here. This- well this is a a
Voice Of America Learning English um,
report. Let me see if | can um... (Mm-hmm)
and sometimes at the bottom it says who
wrote it, and it doesn't say who wrote it. Uh,
the the the person who actually read the
article is Anna Mateo. (Mm) She she’s a
woman but... she's she’s the person who
read it but | don't know if she's the one who
actually wrote it. | don't know.

Alex: Yeah, | don't know either. So, but that's one
example only, uh...

José: Exactly. | think men and women think
differently, but not specifically this. It’s- the
multitasking thing is a new thing to me. (Mm-
hmm) Uh, there was a book written um, a
little while ago and I... Unfortunately | only
know the title because | never actually read
the book. But it was uh, the title was uh,
“Men Are From Mars and Women Are From
Venus”.

Alex: Yeah I've heard of that too. Yes yes.
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José: Have have do you read it?
Alex: No | haven't. Uh...
José: Okay same here then.

Alex: But my wife has uh, in in Japanese. And uh, |
think she found it quite interesting. But, uh
what did she learn from it, I'm not sure. Ma-
maybe it was useful to our relationship.

José: | think um, a book will have a lot more to say.
This is one article about one particular
aspect of things. Um, and and there’s so
many other aspects. This was specifically
talking about how the brain works, right?
This is like results from neurology and stuff,
but there's also aspects of psychology,
learning styles, and things like that. And
definitely, | got to agree: women are not men
and men are not women.

Alex: Yeah there's something there. | | must say
there is something different going on uh, up
in the noggin there. (Mm) Um, okay, there
there was the example of the shopping.
Wha- what about directions and using maps?

José: Ha hah ha. That’s so famous it's almost
stereotypical, but (yeah yeah yeah) it
happens every time. I've never met a woman
who can actually read maps well. And that
sounds so, that sounds so, like almost
misogynistic, you know.
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Alex: I'm sure there are some that can read maps can read a map properly and some men who

well. Uh, but maybe the problem is that there are worthless at reading maps, right?

seem to be some that can’t, uh, | don't know.

(Uh, well OK...) Like you said, it sounds Alex: Well that's true too, yes. | know | know men

stereotypical, but uh, (yeah, yeah) maybe are capa- There are men capable of uh,

there’s an element of truth to it. getting lost and not using maps correctly.
José: Yeah yeah. And um, and also too, it's it’s... José: Oh sure yeah (Yeah) that's why the whole

the idea it's not just that um, you can always- GPS and and digital dash navigation

the thing about science, and when you're systems that are being sold these days are

looking at things like this, is that you have to making so much money because it's just so

account for the fact that there are always much easier to do it that way. (mm) Right?

going to be exceptions to the rule. When

you're dealing with numbers that say 70 for- Alex: And isn't it funny that uh, the voice guidance

75% of women and 25% of men exhibit this, often seems to be a a woman's voice?

this trait, then that means that you'll always

be able to come up with one out of four (mm- José: Yeah! So so basically it works out the guy

hmm) um, people who don't adhere to that drives and the women reads the map and

particular trait. And then you're left with with tells the guy when to turn left and went to

saying well, whatever my bias is that's what turn right, (Yeah) right? OK.

I'm going to stick to. But you got to stick with
the numbers. Seventy-five percent of
whatever or 60% of whatever, the data is not
going to lie unless um the scientist who
wrote it made a mistake in-in putting the data
together, right? (Mm-hmm) so you're always 753 4:21 173.10
going to be able to find some women who

Word count Time Words/Min.

Pointers:

that you: pronounced quickly the two words “that” and “you” connect to make the sound “THACHU". (2:50)
there's: José should have said “there are”. (1:32) / (1:40)

got to: pronounced "GOTTA". (1:45)

Seventy-five percent: numbers over ten are usually written as Arabic characters unless they begin a sentence.

right?: In this conversation, José often ended his statements with the word, “right?” This is not considered a good
conversation habit. (3:39)

Discussion:
Do you think multitasking is a good idea?
Do you think you behave like a typical man/woman? In what ways are you not typical?

Do you have any stereotypical views of any groups of people? (eg., “all Asians are short”)

WIKIPEDIA: “"MEN ARE FROM MARS AND WOMEN ARE FROM VENUS"
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Men_Are_from_Mars,_Women_Are_from_Venus

VOA ARTICLE: "MEN AND WOMEN REALLY DO THINK DIFFERENTLY"
http://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/men-and-women-really-do-think-differently/1913014.html
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