
José Cruz: I remember one other thing 
about allowance because it was 
mentioned in the article that you pay 
money or you should pay money for 
things that are not household or 
routine chores. (mm-hmm) We were 
planning a trip to Disneyland and um, 
my parents knew that if we go to 
Disneyland, then we’ll have to buy 
José T-shirts and we’ll have to buy 
José whatever toys and figures from 
whatever shops.

Alex Bodnar: Disneyland California or 
Florida?

José: This is the one in California. 

Alex: Yeah? Okay.

José: We we were going to drive all the 
way from Vancouver in Canada down 
to Anaheim.

Alex: That would be cheaper than flying 
right?

José: We were going to meet people in 
San Francisco and wanted to see the 
Oregon coast. By the way, just as a 

quick aside, Oregon coast is a 
beautiful drive. Anyway, so my 
parents decided okay well we don't 
want to just give him money, but we 
don't want him to be bugging us all 
the time for oh, “buy me this, buy me 
that.” So they said, so my mother 
comes out to me and says, okay, she 
made it very clear. She said okay 
before we leave for Disneyland you 
need some money. (mm-hmm yeah) 
So I'm going to give you $50 for 
painting the fence. (mm-hmm) And I 
said, “Oh! Hey, deal!” I was really 
happy about it. (mm-hmm) I thought it 
was a great opportunity. I didn't look 
at it at all as if I was getting ripped-off 
or anything. I think what the article 
was saying about that I completely 
agree with because I looked at it and 
I thought that's a really cool idea. I 
never thought of it that way before. It 
did teach me about the fact that I 
work, I get. It was a nice simple 
equation.

Alex: By by the way did you do a good job 
of painting the fence?
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A fence waiting for a paint job



José: Oh, it was probably a crap job. What 
do you expect with like an 11-year-
old kid trying to paint the fence? 
(mm-hmm) I remember sometimes 
I’d, at the bottom of the fence where 
it was meeting the lawn, I was 
actually painting as much grass as I 
was fence. But it was okay. It all, you 

know, I had to mow the lawn too, so I 
was the only one that noticed.
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Pointers: 

Here, ‘bugging’ means to bother or pester. 

‘Deal’ is short for, ‘we have a deal’ or, I agree to this/that. 

Discussion: 

How old were you the first time you got paid for work? 

Have you ever been to Disneyland or any other theme park? Which one?  

How much was the entrance fee? Did you buy anything else? How much did everything cost? 
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